
Homily - 3rd Sunday of Advent Yr A    -    15th December  2019 

‘Are you the one who is to come, or have we got to wait for someone else? 

We seem to rather like strong leaders, and we duly returned one to Downing Street on Thursday 

night. 

The great message of Advent and Christmas is that there is only one leader who can produce the 

goods, only one leader who can make the blind see again, the lame walk and the deaf  hear. 

 ‘It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever…. 

  It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind…… 

  It is the Lord who loves the just.’ 

Not Conservatives, not Brexit, not the latest form of socialism, not even the growing movement 

to reverse climate change. 

There is only one Saviour, one Leader, one Lord. And he is much closer, much more immediate, 

much more available than we realise. ‘The Lord’s coming will be soon...already to be seen  

waiting at the gates’. 

‘Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say rejoice’ - the great theme for this Gaudete Sunday. The 

Lord is already here in our midst, in our rejoicing. To the question ‘Are you the one who is to 

come?’  Jesus is quite clear. What do you see and hear? What do you hear and see? Where do you 

see eyes being opened, trembling knees being steadied, weary hands being strengthened,  

wastelands blooming?  

‘Indeed the Lord is near’ . The story of the Lord, the splendour of our God is all here before us 

upon this altar - in broken bread and shared cup, in listening and sharing, in praying and  

rejoicing. 

Yes, rejoicing! Make that the key for today, the key that opens the gate of heaven, the key that 

opens your eyes, opens your heart, opens you up to the love of God. 

‘Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. Indeed the Lord is near’. 

 

 

 

 


