
Homily - 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time Yr C,      3rd November  2019 

‘Zacchaeus, come down. Hurry, because I must stay at your house today.” 

  There is a sense of urgency there, but more importantly Jesus coming to stay at the house of a 

sinner, a senior tax collector, a fraudster and a swindler !  “I must stay at your house today.” And 

how much more  -  this is addressed to each one of us here, “I must stay at your house.” 

  This whole church and the way that it is designed speaks to us of this invitation: Jesus staying 

with us, drawing us into his embrace; Jesus gazing upon us from the icon, engaging each one of 

us; Jesus speaking to us from this Ambo, Jesus washing us clean and joining us to himself in this 

wonderful font; Jesus constantly in our midst in this beautiful Tabernacle. And then, of course, 

there is this altar. It is open for all to see. We are all part of what happens at this altar. We are all 

part of the bread and wine offered at this altar. We all become the Body and Blood of Christ.  

Jesus doesn’t just stay at our house, he provides us with a meal, his own body and blood, the 

Bread of Life and the Chalice of Salvation. 

  Zacchaeus was of course a pariah, betraying his own people and working for the hated Romans. 

Notice Jesus doesn’t condemn him or lay down pre-conditions. He simply invites himself to  

Zacchaeus’ house. This is the Church of the Second Vatican Council, the Church of Pope Francis, 

meeting people where they are, journeying with people, ‘merciful to all…...overlooking men’s 

sins. 

  And as I said at the beginning, there is an urgency at all this: “Zacchaeus, come down. Hurry.” 

Hurry to greet Jesus into your home. Hurry to make amends for the sins of your past life. Hurry 

to make our parish, our church, our altar more available, more accessible. Hurry to enjoy and 

share ‘the salvation that has come to this house.’ 

“Come down. Hurry, because I must stay at your house today.” 

 

 


