
Homily - 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time Yr C,      10th November  2019 

‘We will remember them’. 

What power there is in these words. Buying a poppy, laying a wreath, praying the 2 min 

silence, ‘We will remember them’. Veterans and pacifists, the religious and the not so religious, 

brexiteers and remainers can all unite. ‘We will remember them’. 

But what exactly are we remembering? What is it that brings tears to our eyes? What is it that 

pulls us up short and reduces us to silence? The whole notion united around the 11th hour of the 

11th day of the 11th month? 

It is not about Queen and Country. And it’s certainly not about winning wars and asserting our 

Britishness or our Englishness. The first clue to this day can I think be found in our first  

reading - the seven brothers arrested with their mother and forced to taste pig’s flesh. Of course 

there is nothing  intrinsically wrong with eating pork. It is what that pork represents: ‘We are  

prepared to  die rather than break the law of our ancestors….ours is a better choice.’  

So, freedom of choice, being prepared to die for a greater good, the idea of sacrifice, this is what 

we are remembering today - the poignancy of young men and women marching as to war and  

prepared to give everything. 

The second clue to this day is to be found in some of our other readings. ‘I shall be filled when I 

awake, with the sight of your glory, O Lord’ - an abiding sense that there is something beyond 

this life. There is another country - not, as Jesus reminds us in the gospel, a simple continuity or  

repetition of life on earth, but something totally different and beyond, angelic and transcendent. 

But all this remembering, all this paying the price, all this faith and hope in that ‘other country’ 

does have implications for the here and now. This is Remembrance Day at its best - the  

commitment to create a better world now, a world that does not depend on armies and kings, a 

world whose ‘ways are ways of gentleness’ and whose paths are paths of peace. 

Sharing the sacrifice, the hope of eternal glory and the creation of a better world - we will  

remember them. 

 


