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From father Michael 

Last weekend the Prime Minister announced his proposed new lockdown, which would include the 
prohibition to gather for communal worship in churches and other religious buildings. Within hours the 
Bishops of England and Wales were demanding to see the scientific evidence that makes the closure of 
our churches so imperative. We wrote to our MP’s pleading for a reconsideration. Parliament sat, 
debated and voted. Our Bishops joined with leaders from across the whole spectrum of churches and 
other Faiths trying to remind the government of the importance of communal worship for our well-being 
as a society and as individuals. Then just yesterday, citing St Paul’s Letter to Titus about obedience to 
the officials in authority, the Bishops endorsed the lockdown forbidding us from celebrating together Holy 
Mass. 

Last night I didn’t sleep very well. Do I still belong to the Church of the 40 Martyrs, the Church of St 
Thomas More and St John Fisher and indeed of St Augustine and St Monica? Anger, questioning, 
doubts, anxieties plagued me right through the night. 

About half an hour before the alarm was due to go off I had what can only be described as an epiphany. 
Quite suddenly I had a deep sense of the presence of God, a stillness, a reassurance that all would be 
well and all manner of things would be well, not a reassurance though that the lockdown would be 
imminently lifted, but a reassurance that the journey towards healing and wholeness lies within. 
Lockdown, the prohibition of communal worship, is to be experienced as a call into the desert, as a call 
into total vulnerability and nakedness before the Living God. 

A couple of weeks ago I read Pope Francis’ latest Encyclical Fratelli Tutti. For lockdown I am going to 
read it again. I think that the poverty Pope Francis wants us to embrace has something to do with getting 
beyond and behind institutions, liturgies and structures. It’s in the human heart that God is to be found, in 
the depths of our own hearts in prayer and in the hearts of all our brothers and sisters throughout the 
world. 

The first psalm for the Office of Readings today started with “Pay heed, Lord, and see how we are 
taunted” and ended with “Blessed be the Lord for ever. Amen, amen!” 

Amen indeed!! 

 

Retirement of parish secretary –  

Sarah Down, who has filled this role with such dedication for quite some years has decided that she has 
now reached that stage in her life when she needs to retire. Her last day in office will be Monday 30th 
November. Sadly, under the government imposed lockdown for the last few weeks of her employment, 
Sarah will be working from home. Thank you Sarah for your loving service. 
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Masses for the foreseeable future will be livestreamed on Facebook and then uploaded onto 
YouTube.  https://www.facebook.com/St-Augustine-of-Hippo-R-C-Church-166410990418740 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-DnHU0QAg1GjxzhRvL0g6A/ 

 
Friday  6th  9.15am  Mass (Janet Winstanley RIP) 

Saturday 7th  8.00am St Willibrord Mass (Vittorio & Elsie Abate RIP) 

Sunday  8th  8.00am  Mass (Baby River Reid) 

Wednesday  11th  8.00am St Martin of Tours Mass (Mary Clarke RIP) 

Thursday  12th  6.15am   St Josaphat Mass (Jean Waldron RIP) 

Friday 13th 8.00am  Mass (Ruth and Kev Pocock) 

Saturday 14th 8.00am  Mass (Cartledge family) 

Sunday 15th 
 
8.00am 
 

33rd  Sunday 

 
Mass 
 

 
(The Poor) 

 

 

Church open for private prayer- 

Friday 6th  10.00am – 11am  

Sunday 8th  9.00am  – 11.10am Two minute silence at 11.00am for  War Dead 

Wednesday 11th  10.00am – 11.10am   

Friday  13th  10.00am – 11.0am  

Sunday 15th  9.00am – 11.00am   

 

Apologies to stewards 

With the swift sequence of events this week I have been unable to contact you about stewarding our times 
of personal prayer. I am hoping that those of you who would have been stewarding Mass will now be able to 
steward our prayer times instead. 
One further consideration, the government now considers all the over 60’s as clinically vulnerable. We can 
still continue as stewards but we must be extra careful. If you feel the need to withdraw then we will quite 
understand. More volunteers please from the under 60’s age group!! 

 

Companions of st monica – Lenten lunches –  

Although it seems a long time ago the Companions managed to have a few Lenten lunches before the Lockdown 
and £243.75 was raised for “Mary’s Meals”. Their work carries on during the epidemic and they thank you for 
raising this money and supporting their work. An especial thank you goes to Angela Hyland and our dear friend 
Beryl Blackwell who is greatly missed. God bless you all. Judy Pearce Chairman CSM.  

 

Please pray for the sick and especially:- Helen Ledwidge, Yvonne Bradbury, Joseph Poole, 
Pauline Pallett, Pauline Abdey, Derrick Dyer, Fred Abraham, Sylvia Austin, Brendan Bowe, Teiaia 
Bradbury, Paul Briscoe, James & Margaret Clapp, Joanne Clarkson, Maureen Coles, Sue Dugmore, 
Elaine Gladwin, Suzi Hill, Teresita Hill, Elizabeth McKie, Carmen Matthews, Sarah Mitchell, Mary 
O’Brien, June Parsons, Edwina Porter-Duncan, Sylvia Ryan, Amanda Stickney, Paddy Wellington, 
Pauline Whitford and Sally Wilson. 
 

Please pray for the recently departed – Douglas Whitehead  
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