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 Friday 5th March 

Public mass times  

Friday 5th   10:30am Mass  (For a world free of disease & fear) 

Saturday  6th  Third Sunday 6:00pm Vigil Mass The Parish 

Sunday  7th  In Lent 9:30am Mass (Molly Cundy RIP) 

Friday 12th   10:30am Mass (Christine Gerry RIP) 

Saturday  13th  4th Sunday in Lent 6:00pm Vigil Mass Our Mothers 

Sunday  
14th 
 

Mothering Sunday 9:30am Mass The Parish 

 

Virtual Mass times 

Wednesday  10th   7:00am Mass (Kathleen McGenity RIP) 

Thursday 11th   9:00am Mass (Josie Blamey RIP) 

 
To share in our Masses online: YouTube:    Saint Augustine of Hippo St Austell 
Facebook page:  St Augustine of Hippo R C Church        (please note the space between R & C) 
There are direct links from our website: www.augustineofhippo.com 
 
Stations of the Cross – Fridays  of  Lent  10:10am 
A very abbreviated form of this ancient devotion. 
 
Confessions 

Saturdays 5:15pm – Socially distanced in the Cuthbert Mayne Room 

 

From father Michael 

Most of us, most of the time, will do as we are told by the powers that be, even when that means 
remaining apart from our family and loved ones and avoiding non-essential travel.  It is in this context that 
this Sunday’s gospel might come as something of a shock. Jesus doesn’t just overturn the tables of the 
moneychangers, he overturns the whole legal system upon which they are based. Jesus is quite 
deliberately disobedient and subversive. “Making a whip out of some cord”, and driving out the legally 
constituted temple officials, is not an image of Jesus that we normally attend to. With a whiff of defiance 
and even violence Jesus is challenging the status quo and throwing down the gauntlet. “My house shall 
be a house of prayer, for all nations,” and not just for the chosen few, but for everybody. 

about:blank
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Sunday’s first reading is the revelation to Moses of the Ten Commandments, what the psalmist describes 
as the Law of the Lord. And the second reading from St Paul reminds us that what we preach is “a 
crucified Christ; to the Jews an obstacle….. to the pagans madness.” Here is the true Law of the Lord, 
what St John Paul ΙΙ called the “sign of contradiction”, the law of love, the law of self-giving, the law of 
sacrifice. Here is the true challenge of the Christian life, to live and to celebrate this sign of contradiction 
every day of our lives. 
 
This is why we come to Mass. This is why we have attempted to keep our church open as much as 
possible. But keeping our church open for prayer and public worship in a safe manner is very much 
dependent on our stewards. They not only look after us during Mass they also thoroughly and laboriously 
cleanse the church afterwards. They work extremely hard and we all need to show our gratitude to them. 
Mass attendance is increasing. More and more of you are emerging from lockdown. Of the two weekend 
Masses the Vigil Mass on Saturday is the quieter one. If we are to return to three weekend Masses we 
will needs more stewards. If you feel the time is right for you to volunteer for this role then please let me 
know. 
 
Another innovation starting this Sunday is a cashless card reader so that you can make your contribution 
to church expenses using your debit or credit card. One of the stewards will happily guide you through 
this new piece of technology. Thanks to Rob Kendall and Des and Sue Bell for setting it all up. 
Back to Jesus in the Temple, let us embrace together the revolution that Jesus is inaugurating, the 
revolution of God’s love transforming all things. 
 

Please pray for the sick and especially:- Helen Ledwidge, Yvonne Bradbury, Angela 
Alderman, Joseph Poole, Pauline Pallet, Val Cain, Pauline Abdey, Fred Abraham, Sylvia Austin, 
Brendan Bowe, Teiaia Bradbury, Paul Briscoe, James & Margaret Clapp, Joanne Clarkson, 
Maureen Coles, Sue Dugmore, Elaine Gladwin, Suzi Hill, Teresita Hill, Carmen Matthews, Sarah 
Mitchell, Mary O’Brien, June Parsons, Edwina Porter-Duncan, Sylvia Ryan, Amanda Stickney, 
Paddy Wellington, Pauline Whitford and Sally Wilson. 

 

Please pray for the recently departed : Alan Sutton, Pam O’Cock and Tracey 
Walker and Patrick Quinn.  May they rest in peace. 
 
An extract from “journey to freedom”  by Sergei Ovsiannikov 
While serving in the Soviet army in 1973 he was imprisoned for acts of disobedience. Like Solzhenitsyn 
and Dostoevsky, in his confinement he reflected on the true nature of freedom, and discovered that it was 
not bound by the walls of a prison. 
“To each of our groups with a work assignment, an armed guard was attached, who obediently followed 
us. “A step to the right, a step to the left, a leap in place are all regarded as escape, and I open fire to kill,” 
he informed us each morning. “Agreed!” we replied cheerfully. 
But, looking at the actual armed guard, I discovered that outside of prison, “in freedom”, each “worthy 
member of society” had his own “armed guard” – invisible and bodiless. The magic of this place was that 
the materialized and visible guard was not as frightening as his invisible brother present among the 
civilian populace. Invisible, he controlled not only all movements, but also all thoughts; he sat inside the 
head of every well-behaved citizen, who thus became his own guard. It was precisely in prison that I 
realised that the “thought police”, of who I had known so little, work most intensely outside the prison 
walls. It was an interesting discovery: people “in freedom” are subject to more rigid self-control and live in 
greater fear than convicts.” 
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