
Homily - The Baptism of the Lord-    12th January 2020 

In the 2nd Eucharistic Prayer the priest, on behalf of us all, says this: 

‘We offer you Lord the Bread of Life and the Chalice of Salvation, giving thanks that you have 

held us worthy to be in your presence and minister to you.’ 

And it is that last bit that I find so moving, being in God’s presence and ministering to him. That 

is what the Mass is, complete role reversal. We normally think of God as doing the ministering 

and of ourselves as the passive recipients. But that is not how God operates. He comes among us 

and pleads with us to minister to him. He relinquishes his power and cedes it to us. 

‘It is I who need baptism from you’ says John the Baptist to Jesus, the prophet to the Christ, the 

servant to his Lord, a sinful man to God himself. But Jesus insists, ‘It is fitting that we should, in 

this way, do all that righteousness demands.’ So the righteousness that Jesus is living out for us is 

not about obedience and laws. Jesus’ righteousness is opening up God himself, making a space 

within the Godhead for you and for me. 

But Jesus still is God in human form, the Creator of the whole universe now living a human life, 

and his presence among us has enormous power. He only has to touch the waters of the Jordan 

and an eruption takes place - ‘the heavens opened’…. The Spirit of God descends and a voice 

speaks.  

        The Lord, voice resounding on the waters, 

        the Lord in the immensity of waters, 

        the voice of the Lord full of power, 

        the voice of the Lord full of splendour. 

Nothing can ever be the same again. God has completely immersed himself in the chaos of this 

world. Everything in our world now has the potential for glory. In the chaos of our family lives, 

the chaos of our personal lives, the chaos of our planet, God is here. God is waiting for us to  

minister to him in the chaos. More than that, God is pleading for us to minister to him, a plea that 

within three years will take Jesus to the Cross, the ultimate culmination of the Christmas mystery. 

 

 


