
Homily - 2nd Sunday of Advent Yr A    -    8th December  2019 

‘Brood of vipers, who warned you to fly from the retribution that is coming?’  St John the Baptist 

doesn’t mince his words. One of today’s themes is judgement: the impending Day of Judgement, 

and judgement and discernment in our everyday lives here and now. 

But what are the criteria of this judgement? How can we know what the right path is? St Paul 

prayed that we may all ‘be tolerant with each other’ and that we may all be ‘united in mind and 

voice.’ 

We are all different. We all have weaknesses. Are we prepared  to live with those differences? 

Are we prepared to love people who are different to us? 

‘And do not presume to tell yourselves “We have Abraham for our father.”’ We are just trying to 

maintain  the tradition of our fore-bearers. We are trying to keep things as they always have been 

and evermore shall be so. 

‘Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is close at hand.’ And this isn’t reserved for the Pharisees 

and Sadducees. This is addressed to us all. We all need to repent. We all need to look deep into 

our hearts. We all need to turn things round. 

In the wake of the sex abuse crisis amongst the clergy, what Pope Francis has called for is not 

just new protocols and new protections, but for a deep pastoral conversion. The Church is not to 

be about us. The Church is always to be about the other, the outsider, the marginalised. This is 

new evangelisation - the Church that goes beyond itself in order to find itself. 

The wolf really will live ‘with the lamb…..., the lion eat straw like the ox... the infant play over 

the cobra’s hole….  no hurt, no harm on all my holy mountain.’ This is the vision, this is our 

hope, this is our future. 

‘Repent, for the kingdom of God is close at hand.’ 

 


