
Homily - Presentation of the Lord (Yr A) -  2nd February 2020 

‘Anna, the daughter of  Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher…….was now 84yrs old and never left the 

Temple, serving God night and day with fasting and prayer’ just waiting for that moment of  

enlightenment and deliverance. 

Also in Jerusalem there was an elderly man named Simeon who had spent his whole life looking 

forward  to Israel’s comforting, to the light that would ‘enlighten the Gentiles’, enlighten the 

whole world. 

Back in Advent we were bidden to watch and pray, to wake from sleep and to embrace the Day. 

At Christmas and Epiphany we heard of the people that walked in darkness, and who had ‘seen a 

great light’. We heard of a baby born in a stable, of shepherds and wise men. Today that baby is 

forty days old and is presented in the Temple by his parents, Mary and Joseph. The light is finally 

entering his Temple. The moment that Anna had been waiting for in prayer and fasting has finally 

arrived. Something deep within the old man Simeon has changed - a moment of complete  

enlightenment, a moment of deep and totally inexplicable peace, just knowing that God is with 

us. Love is here. Love is in our temple, in our hands, in our hearts. 

This is once in a lifetime stuff. “Now Master you can let your servant go in peace.” This  

revelation is so vivid, so full, so transformative that nothing else now matters. This kind of deep 

religious experience is never something that can be manufactured or contrived. And it is not just 

about emotions and feelings. It is way beyond any of that, or as Simeon says to Mary, “a sword 

will pierce your own soul too”. It is ‘the refiner’s fire and the fuller’s alkali’, a searing sense of 

God’s presence that penetrates everything. 

It is not for nothing that on this day the church bids us pray for the vocations to the consecrated 

life, ie the vocations of monks and nuns, friars and sisters, people who will spend their life, like 

Anna and Simeon, in deep prayers and fasting. 

But it is not just monks and nuns, friars and sisters. We are called in our baptism to be like Mary 

and Joseph, Simeon and Anna, faithful in the observance of our religion, faithful in our love and 

service, faithful in our prayer and fasting, and always in the expectation that one day we will see, 

we will know, totally transformed, totally transfigured. And on that day may we truly be able to 

say with Simeon, ‘Now Master, you can let your servant go in peace...because my eyes have seen 

the salvation which you have prepared……...a light to enlighten the gentiles and the glory of 

your people Israel.’ 

 

 


